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In English, Irregular verbs are verbs that do not follow the “add ‘ed’” rule.  
Usually, for regular verbs in English, we use “ed” to change verbs to past tense. 
 
Irregular verbs may not use “ed” for past and perfect tenses.  Below is the 
TERTIARY list of irregular verbs in English.  Please see the PRIMARY and 
SECONDARY lists for more common irregular verbs and some study advice. 
 

Present Past Perfect 

abide, abides abode or abided abode or abided 

awake, awakes awoke or awaked awoken 

belay, belays belayed belayed 

bereave, bereaves bereft or bereaved bereft or bereaved 

beseech, beseeches besought or beseeched besought or beseeched 

bespeak, bespeaks bespoke bespoken 

betide, betides betided betided 

bide, bides bode or bided bode or bided 

bless, blesses blessed or blest blessed or blest 

burst, bursts burst burst 

crow, crows crowed or crew crowed 

curse, curses cursed or curst cursed or curst 

dare, dares dared or durst dared 

deal, deals dealt dealt 

dwell, dwells dwelt or dwelled dwelt or dwelled 

geld, gelds gelded or gelt gelded or gelt 

gild, gilds gilded or gilt gilded or gilt 

gird, girds girded or girt girded or girt 

grave, graves graved graved or graven 

hang, hangs hung or hanged hung or hanged 

heave, heaves heaved or hove heaved or hoven 

hew, hews hewed hewed or hewn 

lade, lades laded laded or laden 

mow, mows mowed mowed or mown 

mulct, mulcts mulcted or mulct mulcted or mulct 

pen, pens penned or pent penned or pent (to coop) 

rap, raps rapped or rapt rapped or rapt 

reave, reaves reft or reaved reft or reaved 
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②

Present Past Perfect 

rend, rends rent rent 

saw, saws sawed sawed or sawn 

seethe, seethes seethed or sod seethed or sodden 

shear, shears sheared or shore sheared or shorn 

shine, shines shone shone 

slit, slits slit slit 

sow, sows sowed sowed or sown 

speed, speeds sped or speeded sped or speeded 

spoil, spoils spoiled or spoilt spoiled or spoilt 

spring, springs sprang sprung 

stave, staves stove or staved stove or staved 

strew, strews strewn strewn 

strow, strows strowed strowed or strown 

thrive, thrives thrived or throve thrived or thriven 

wax, waxes waxed waxed or waxen 

weave, weaves wove or weaved woven or weaved 

weep, weeps wept wept 

wet, wets wet or wetted wet or wetted 

whet, whets whetted or whet whetted or whet 

wont, wonts wont or wonted wont or wonted 

wreak, wreaks wrought wrought 

 
 
 
Download this list, the Primary (1st) list, and the Secondary (2nd) list of 
irregular verbs for free from CILS! 
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We welcome comments, suggestions and criticisms of our worksheets.  
Please feel free to e-mail us anytime.  Good luck studying English! 
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