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Were they a good challenge?  Did you try to translate them?  Translating 

makes these riddles MORE difficult!  Get your dictionary and check the 

answers below!  Maybe you can find some new vocabulary! 

 
Riddle #1:  An Alarm Clock 
 

I have a face, but no eyes, ears, or nose. 

The round part of the clock with numbers is called the “face” in English. 

Many people need me, but many people also hate me. 

Some people don’t like to wake up in the morning, but they have to! 

I have hands, but I can’t pick anything up. 

The needles that point to the numbers are called “hands” in English (the hour-hand, 

the minute-hand, the second-hand). 

I can be very loud, but I have no mouth. 

Alarm clocks have to make lots of noise to wake you up! 

I can count very well. 

It’s a clock!  It counts to 12 and 60 again and again! 

 

 

 
Riddle #2:  Water 
 

I am very common and well-known, but often difficult to find. 

The oceans and seas are full of water; but in dry places, water is hard to find.  In poor 

places, clean water is hard to find. (*A well is a hole which leads to underground water.) 

Sometimes I run very rapidly and babble. 

“Running water” is moving water. “Rapids” are fast-moving streams. A “babbling 

brook” is a small, noisy stream of water. 

I can be hard or soft, opaque or invisible. 

Ice is hard, water is soft, snow is opaque, water vapor (humidity) is invisible. 

I kill many people every year; but people clearly need me. 

Tsunamis, typhoons, flash floods kill many people; but people need clear, clean 

drinking water. 

I can be very weak or very strong, but I usually just go with the flow. 

Water takes the shape of its environment. It moves and changes with its environment! 

(*To “go with the flow” means to do whatever those around you are doing.) 
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Riddle #3:  The Moon 
 

I am very large and very old. 

It’s not bigger than Earth, but it’s pretty big and older than you! 

I’m always moving, but I am not alive. 

The Moon revolves around the Earth, but of course, it isn’t alive. 

Almost everyone has seen me, but almost no one has touched me. 

Only astronauts have touched The Moon; but most people have SEEN it. 

Most people think I’m very beautiful. 

Don’t you think so? 

Sometimes I’m hidden. 

We can’t always see the moon! 

 

 

 
Riddle #4:  A Shoe 
 

I have many eyes but I can’t see. 

“Eyes” or “eyelets” are holes for shoestrings. 

I have a tongue, but I can’t taste anything. 

The “tongue” is the top, middle part of the shoe; it looks like a tongue. 

My position in the world is very low, but I’m very rarely alone. 

Shoes aren’t socially low, but literally low. Shoes are always on the ground or the floor!  

They come in pairs (sets of 2), so they are rarely alone. 

I sometimes smell, but I have no nose. 

“Smell” sometimes means “stink”. 

I usually protect most people, but I also hurt some people. 

Shoes usually protect our feet; but some shoes are painful! 

“Ouch! These shoes are killing me!” 
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③

Riddle #5:  Wind 
 
I am currently active in many places. 

Wind is always moving and active. (*A “current” of wind is a stream of wind.) 

I am sometimes very powerfully focused, but I am most useful when I just 

mill about. 

Powerfully focused wind makes tornadoes, hurricanes and storms; but gentler currents 

of wind can turn windmills and help people.  (*To “mill about” means to go in circles 

aimlessly.) 

I often move in powerful streams without getting wet. 

The “jet-stream” is a strong, fast moving current of air! 

You may witness my power, but you can never see me. 

You can see the wind moving things, but you can’t actually see WIND.  Can you? 

I am very strong; but if you eat too many beans, you might break me. ☺ 

Of course wind can be very strong!  To “break wind” means to pass gas, or to release 

flatulence. Oh no!  Stinky! 
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